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ordinarily found in hypertrophic arthritis-in spite of the fact that none of
these patients had given a history of knee-joint symptoms.
The book contains a complete description, both gross and microscopic, of
these joints. There is a series of 31 plates showing photographs-gross and
microscopic-of a selected group of the joints at varying ages with several
x-rays included.
The book is well written and contains an extensive bibliography as well
as a chapter devoted to "Etiological Considerations." M. S. EVELETH.
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF BACTERIOLOGY. By A. J. Salle.
2nd ed. McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York, 1943. xii + 643
pp. $4.
For students undertaking the study of bacteriology as a science in itself
this text-book can be enthusiastically and unreservedly recommended. Not
only does it give clear and discriminating discussions of the r8les played by
bacteria in the many fields which touch man's life, but it presents in such
chapters as those dealing with the nutrition and physiology of bacteria basic
facts which are too often skimped in texts. The emphasis on chemistry,
evident throughout, is highly commendable and does much to give the book
its outstanding character. P. B. COWLES.
LABORATORY MANUAL ON FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF BAC-
TERIOLOGY. By A. J. Salle. 2nd ed. McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
New York, 1943. ix+ 184 pp. $1.50.
This manual, although developed to be used in conjunction with the
author's text->book, is well-fitted for most courses in general bacteriology. Its
94 well-designed experiments cover most fields of the sulbject, although com-
ment might be made on the absence of any experiments, save for two on
agglutination and disinfection, dealing with the pathogenic bacteria.
P. B. COWLES.
ALCOHOL ADDICTION AND CHRONIC ALCOHOLISM. Edited on
behalf of the Scientific Committee of The Research Council on
Problems of Alcohol. By E. M. Jellinek. Yale University Press,
New Haven, 1942. xxiii + 336 pp. $4.
This book is the first of a three-volume work on the alcohol problem
edited for the Scientific Committee of the National Research Council on
Problems of Alcohol by Dr. E. M. Jellinek, who is also one of the chief
contributors to the text. The purpose of this study is to make availagble toBOOK REVIEWS
those interested in the field a source-book summarizing the work which has
been done on the problem to date, together with critical interpretations of
the same by authorities on the individual sulbjects treated. The present
volume is divided as follows: Part I dealing with alcohol addiction and its
treatment, as well as alcoholic mental disorders, and Part II, which is devoted
to vitamin deficiencies in chronic alcoholism, alcoholic encephalopathies,
Marchiafava's disease, and cirrhosis of the liver.
The importance of the work may be appreciated in part by reference to
the exhaustive 'bibliographies to the first and second part, especially when it
is realized that these include only reports deemed worthy of review. As a
result, there is now available an important work of reference which may be
relied upon to furnish points of departure for future investigations. On the
other hand, the thoroughness of the presentation brings into sharp relief not
only the truly remarkable scientific advances in the field of "alcoholic" vitamin
deficiencies and encephalopathies, but also the gross inadequacies and con-
ceptual confusions which seem to characterize many of the reports dealing
with the etiology and treatment of alcohol addiction. In an attempt to bring
some order into this relatively chaotic field, the authors render a great service
in defining their terms. Their distinction between "alcohol addiction,"
referring to the habit itself, and "chronic alcoholism," which applies to the
effects of the habit on the organism is fundamental. Further, the authors
distinguish between "primary" and "secondary" addiction and "symptomatic
drinking," the first applying to that state in which the individual is dependent
on the drug for his primary adjustments, the second to the necessity for drink-
ing to combat the effects of the preceding bout, and the last to those whose
drinking is merely a symptom of much grosser underlying disorder. On this
basis, they present a new classification (p. 44) with numerous subclassifications,
including steady, irregular, and intermittent drinking, further subdivided into
drinking of exogenous and endogenous origin, which are again classified with
respect to numerous su!bgroups such as the "decadent," "discordant," "Stamm-
tisch," "occupational," etc. Although this classification represents an advance
over those used heretofore, it may be questioned whether such a method does
not tend to foster a static, descriptive approach on the part of the average
physician rather than a more modern dynamic one. It would seem more
useful to regard all drinking in excess of that accepted 'by the social group
to which the individual belongs as "symptomatic" of underlying tensions which
in turn are consequent to poor adaptation of the individual. The causes and
varieties of such "maladjustment" are legion, and the subgroups listed by the
authors represent only the most outstanding types. More could be gained by
applying to each patient those methods of personality study in which the
physician is best trained, with emphasis on the genesis of the adjustment difli-
culties rather than on the type. In this connection it is not clear why the
applications of the Rorschach method to this proiblem are not discussed by the
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authors. "Secondary addiction," involving as it does physiological tolerance
and physical dependence, may develop in any type of habitual drinker. This
is a subject which one may expect will be dealt with more fully in the subse-
quent volumes.
In Chapter II, "Alcoholic Mental Disorders," many good clinical obser-
vations are summarized, but few conclusions can be drawn from such data,
especially on the subject of delirium tremens. Here the literature is so vague
and conflicting that one must hesitate in accepting the authors' conclusions,
even as a tentative working hypothesis.
Part II is excellently presented and fortunately the data available are of
a high order of scientific merit, enabling the authors to draw some very
cogent conclusions. The chapter on vitamin deficiencies in chronic alcoholism
is probably the most satisfying in the book. The statistical treatment of the
role of alcohol in cirrhosis of the liver is also very illuminating.
This work meets a great need and, together with the forthcoming
volumes, should ibe welcomed by all who are concerned with the prdblem of
alcoholism. -A. WIKLER.
DIAGNOSIS OF UTERINE CANCER BY THE VAGINAL SMEAR. By
George N. Papanicolaou and Herlbert F. Traut. The Common-
wealth Fund, New York, 1943. x + 46 pp., 11 plates. $5.
This work describes a new approach to the diagnosis of uterine cancer
and is of essential interest because its use promises to be of signal value in
the recognition of early uterine cancer, especially that of the cervix. The
method is based upon the recognition of exfoliated abnormal cells charac-
teristic of carcinoma which may be found in the study of the stained vaginal
smear. During the three years covered by the study 3014 women have been
intensively studied and among these 179 were found to have cancer which
was primary in the uterus. Of these, 127 were cervical cancer. In the
latter group, 7 were found to be early intradermal types of squamous car-
cinoma and nearly all were invisible on close inspection of the cervix.
The authors state that the method is not recommended as a means of
ultimate diagnosis, but rather as a preliminary or sorting procedure to be
confirmed by biopsy and tissue diagnosis. They also emphasize that the
evaluation of the stained smear requires a greater knowledge of cytology than
that necessary for diagnosis in tissue preparations.
The colored illustrations in this work are a fine exposition of the printer's
art and show in a splendid manner the cytological differences that exist in the
various cell types which may be found in the stained vaginal smear. The
authors are to be congratulated not only upon a study which promises to
be of great significance, but also upon the clearness and beauty of its presen-
tation in this volume. -HERBERT THOMS.